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CRLH LWA Using Mushroom-Like Structures for Improved
Radiation Performances

Huan Zhang”

Abstract—A composite right/left-handed (CRLH) leaky wave antenna (LWA) using double mushroom-
like structures is proposed. With a proper arrangement of the left-handed structures, desirable cross-
polarization performance in two orthogonal planes can be obtained based on the differential excitation
principle. The CRLH performance of the cascaded LWA is demonstrated, and the improved radiation
performance is clarified. Measured results indicate that the proposed antenna operates in 9.7-16.4 GHz
with a beam scanning range from —71° to +31°. The cross-polarization levels are less than —30dB and
—20dB in the beam scanning plane and non-beam-scanning plane, respectively.

1. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, leaky wave antennas (LWAs) have received much attention in radar and multipoint
communication fields for their frequency-scanning capabilities [1]. Considerable attention has been paid
to the composite right/left-handed (CRLH) LWAs in the past few years [2-8]. With CRLH structures,
negative phase velocity is acquired, and backward radiation appears due to the negative wavenumber.
In [2], four types of LWAs with interdigital slots as series capacitors were implemented and analysed.
Continuous beam-scanning feature was achieved. A composite CRLH LWA with wide-angle scanning
range was designed with beam scanning range from —56° to +51° in frequency band 5.1-6.11 GHz [3].
In [4], a compact CRLH LWA using a TE20 mode substrate integrated waveguide (SIW) was proposed,
and the balanced LWA can scan its main beam from —75° to +49° with a peak gain of 18 dBi. Double
periodic CRLH-SIW was also used in LWA design [5]. With this arrangement, a new leaky region can
be observed in addition to the regular CRLH characteristic. To achieve larger scanning angle, composite
phase-shifting transmission lines were utilized in [6] to realize larger phase slopes. A novel metamaterial-
based LWA was designed to improve its radiation bandwidth in the boresight direction [7]. Besides, a
CRLH-based half mode substrate integrated waveguide (HMSIW) can also be used in circularly polarized
(CP) LWA designs. In [8], a CRLH-HMSIW-based CP LWA with backward-broadside-forward radiation
was presented.

In this paper, a balanced CRLH-SIW-based LWA is proposed. Firstly, unit cell analyses are done
to demonstrate its CRLH feature, and the electric field distributions are studied to show the radiation
feature. Then, investigations on the cascaded LWA are done based on the unit cell analyses. The
proposed LWA operates in 9.7-16.4 GHz (51.3% centred at 13.05 GHz) with a beam scanning range
from —71° to +31°, and its cross-polarization levels in the beam scanning plane are less than —30dB.
Compared with our previous design in [9], improved radiator arrangement is adopted here for better
radiation performance in the non-beam-scanning plane, which is discussed in the following sections.
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2. DESIGN OF CRLH-SIW BASED LWA

The proposed unit-cell structure is shown in Figure 1. It consists of three layers: top layer, bottom
layer, and substrate layer made of inexpensive FR4 with relative permittivity ¢, = 4.4 and thickness
h = Imm. Two columns of mushroom-like radiators are placed symmetrically with respect to the
longitude centre line. The parameter values are: s = 13.1mm, p = 11mm, h = 1mm, dl = 4.8 mm,
d2 =4.2mm, d3 = 1mm, d4 = 0.7mm, Di = 0.8 mm, W1 =2.6mm, W2 = 1.6 mm.
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Figure 1. Structure of the proposed unit cell. (a) 3-D view, and (b) top view.

2.1. Unit Cell Analysis

The extracted initial equivalent circuit of the proposed unit cell is presented in Figure 2(a). Two
mushroom-like structures are modelled as a shunt resonator tank characterized by the right-handed
capacitor Cro and left-handed inductor Ljs. Left-handed capacitors C, are related to the square slot
rings in broad face of the SIW structure. Other extracted components in Figure 2(a) are naturally
related to the SIW structure [2]. Two left-handed (LH) units are introduced in parallel to guarantee
the CRLH performance, and the slot rings act as radiators from which energy leaks out. Considering
symmetry of the structure, the circuit in Figure 2(a) is simplified to the one in Figure 2(b). Values
of the extracted lumped components in Figure 2(b) can be acquired by the AWR software with the
data fitting method [10]. The extracted values are: Lp; = 1.35nH, Lyo = 0.14nH, Lg; = 0.703nH,
LR2 =33 DH, CL =0.29 pF, CRI =0.16 pF, and CR2 = 087pF
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Figure 2. Extracted losses equivalent circuit of the proposed unit cell. (a) Initial version, and (b)
simplified version.

Unit cell parameters obtained from the full-wave simulation and the circuit model are presented in
Figure 3, and their good agreements validate the equivalent circuit. For the simplified circuit, its series
resonance frequency wg is 13.32 GHz, and its shunt resonance frequency wgy, is 13.47 GHz, which means
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Figure 3. S-parameters of the proposed unit cell. (a) Magnitude, and (b) phase.
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Figure 4. Extracted effectiive constitutive  Figure 5. Dispersion feature of the proposed unit
parameters for the proposed unit cell. cell.

that the balanced condition ws. = wyy, is approximately satisfied. The extracted effective constitutive
parameters [10] for the proposed unit cell are given in Figure 4. Double negative performance in the LH
region is clearly observed, and the transition frequency is around 13.4 GHz as shown in the figure. Unit
cell dispersion properties are plotted in Figure 5. The radiation region starts from about 9.7 GHz, and
the transition point occurs at 13.4 GHz. The phase constant derived from the equivalent circuit with
S-parameter method [11] is also given in Figure 5. Acceptable agreement further validates the circuit.

Far field radiations of the unit cell are discussed. As shown in Figure 6(a), four y-oriented slots can
be divided into two groups, and each group has two differentially excited radiating slots. Considering
far field radiation in the beam scanning plane (i.e., yoz plane), the cross-polarization (Phi-polarization)
levels are expected to be low according to the superposition principle of the electromagnetic field. Unit-
cell radiation patterns in zoz plane at the transition frequency with different W2 values are given in
Figure 6(b). The cross-polarization (Theta-polarization) is mainly produced by two y-oriented slots
near the longitude centre line, where the electric field distribution is much stronger than that near the
via walls. Due to small W2 value, low cross-polarization levels will be expected in xoz plane. However,
the cross-polarization levels may become worse as W2 value decreases, because the effect of two slots
near the SIW via walls cannot be neglected any more in this case. Compared with the unit cell in our
previous work [9], whose radiation mechanism in zoz plane is shown in Figure 6(c), the proposed unit
cell herein has an improvement of lower cross-polarization levels in zoz plane. This is because less phase
difference is introduced between two differentially excited slots for the proposed design as W2 < D;.
Effects of some critical parameters on the phase constant 5 and the leaky constant « are also analysed.
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Figure 7(a) indicates that the unit cell periodicity p has a great influence on the phase constant. Larger
periodicity leads to lower transition frequency point. The leakage per unit cell can be controlled by
changing dimensions of the slot rings from which the energy leaks out, as shown in Figure 7(b).
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Figure 6. Clarification of the unit cell radiation. (a) Differential excitation of the proposed design, (b)
radiation patterns in xoz plane of the proposed design, (c) differential excitation of the design in our
previous work, (d) radiation patterns in xoz plane of the design in our previous work.
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Figure 7. Parametric analyses for the proposed unit cell. (a) Phase constants with different p values,
(b) leaky constants with different (d1-d2) values.
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2.2. Cascaded LWA Performances

The proposed SIW-based LWA is constructed by cascading its unit cells in series. The simulated gain
curve is shown in Figure 8. Obviously, 12 unit cells are enough for the power leakage. The proposed LWA
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Figure 8. Gain versus number of the unit cell at the transition frequency.
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Figure 10. Electric field distribution in +z direction at different frequencies. (a) 12.5 GHz, (b) 14 GHz
and (c) 13.4 GHz.
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structure is given in Figure 9, and the simulated electric fields in +z direction at different frequencies
are presented in Figure 10. The left-handed transmission feature is clearly observed, and infinite guided
wavelength is obtained at the transition frequency. The antenna is fabricated and measured with S-
parameters given in Figure 11. For both the simulated and measured results, the impedance band
ranges from about 9 GHz to more than 17 GHz, and |S2;| values are lower than —10dB across the
operating frequency band, indicating that 12 unit cells are sufficient for the energy leakage. The main
beam directions calculated by 6 = sin~!(3(w)/ko) are plotted in Figure 12 to make the beam scanning
feature clear. The main beam points to the broadside direction at the transition frequency and scans
to backward or forward directions as the frequency decreases or increases. The simulated and measured
beam directions are also given in the same figure. Good agreements are observed.

0 T T T T T T T 60 40
& &
40 201 > -
o Y
- 20 2 0 —
=] = = «Measured By g I -
= 40+ —o=Simulated - -0 = 3 -20 ’
@n @ S by = -Calculate
= .40 s *  Simulated
é / 4 Measured
-60 {4/
A7
-80 S B e R P e I P P -60 =80 = B T r R R T
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Frequency (GHz) Frequency (GHz)

Figure 11. S-parameters of the SIW-based LWA.  Figure 12. Comparison of the main beam
directions.

Measured radiation patterns in yoz plane at three different frequencies are shown in Figure 13(a).
Continuous scanning ability is demonstrated. The main beam scans from —71° to 31° as the frequency
ranges from 9.7 GHz to 16.4 GHz, and the broadside radiation appears at 13.4 GHz.

Moreover, measured radiation patterns in xoz plane at the balanced point are presented in
Figure 13(b), and around —20dB cross-polarization levels are obtained. Cross-polarization feature
in the beam scanning plane at different frequencies is plotted in Figure 14. Low XPLs (less than
—30dB) are achieved due to the differential excitations of the y-oriented slots [12]. Measured antenna
peak gains are above 9dBi, and the gain variation is less than 1.6 dBi across the whole operating band.
The proposed antenna is compared with some existing LWAs published previously, as shown in Table 1.
Lower cross-polarization levels are obtained in the beam scanning plane for our design. This is mainly
due to the differential excitations of the y-oriented radiating slots.
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Figure 13. Measured radiation patterns. (a) yoz plane at different frequencies, and (b) zoz plane at
the transition frequency.
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Table 1. Comparison of the proposed antenna with some existing LWAs.
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Figure 14. Normalized cross-polarization levels in the beam scanning plane.

3. CONCLUSIONS

A novel CRLH-SIW-based leaky wave antenna with low cross-polarization levels is designed herein.
Mushroom-like structures are utilized for the CRLH transmission feature, and the differential excitation
principle is used for low cross polarization levels. Equivalent circuit of the proposed unit cell is extracted,
and its CRLH performance is demonstrated. The cascaded LWA is verified to have wide beam scanning
range (from —71° to +31°) in 9.7-16.4 GHz band and low cross-polarization levels in both two orthogonal
planes. The proposed LWA may be suitable for applications where continuous frequency-beam-scanning

ability and low XPL features are preferred.
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