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A TIME-DOMAIN THEORY OF WAVEGUIDE
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Abstract—A new time-domain theory for waveguides has been
presented in the paper. The electromagnetic fields are first expanded
by using the complete sets of vector modal functions derived from
the transverse electric field. The expansion coefficients are then
determined by solving inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon equation in
terms of retarded Green’s function. The theory has been validated
by considering propagation problems excited by various excitation
waveforms, which indicates that the higher order modes play a
significant role in the field distributions excited by a wideband signal.

1. INTRODUCTION

In recent years the major advances made in ultrawideband techniques
have made time-domain analysis of electromagnetic phenomena an
important research field. A short pulse can be used to obtain
high resolution and accuracy in radar and to increase information
transmission rate in communication systems. Another important
feature of a short pulse is that its rate of energy decay can be slowed
down by decreasing the risetime of the pulse [1].

According to linear system theory and Fourier analysis, the
response of the system to an arbitrary pulse can be obtained by
superimposing its responses to all the real frequencies. In other words,
the solution to a time domain problem can be expressed in terms of a
time harmonic solution through the use of the Fourier transform. This
process can be assisted by the fast Fourier transforms and has been
used extensively in studying the transient response of linear systems.
This procedure is, however, not always most effective and is not a
trivial exercise since the harmonic problem must be solved for a large
range of frequencies and only an approximate time harmonic solution
valid over a finite frequency band can be obtained. Another reason is
that the original excitation wave may not be Fourier transformable.
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Thus we are forced to seek a solution in the time domain in some
situations.

In high-speed circuits the signal frequency spectrum of a
picosecond pulse may extend to terahertz regime and signal integrity
problems may occur, which requires a deep understanding of the
propagation characteristics of the transients in a waveguide. The
waveguide transients have been studied by many authors [2-24]. One
of the research topics is to determine the response of the waveguide
to an arbitrary input signal. If the input signal of a waveguide in a
single-mode operation is z(t), then after traveling a distance z, the
output from the waveguide is given by the Fourier integral

y(t) = % / X (w)el9t=52] oy (1)

where X (w) is the Fourier transform of x(t); [ is the propagation
constant f = /w? —w?; and w. is the cut-off frequency of the
propagating mode and ¢ = (pe)~'/? with g and e being the
permeability and permitivity of the medium filling the waveguide
respectively.

Several methods have been proposed to evaluate the Fourier
integral in (1), such as the method of saddle point integration [2],
method of stationary phase [3, 4], contour integration technique [5],
and the quadratic approximation of the propagation constant around
the carrier frequency [6-9]. A serious drawback to stationary phase
is that it contradicts the physical realizability [10] as well as causality
[13] (i.e., the response appears before the input signal is launched). A
more rigorous approach is based on impulse response function for a
lossless waveguide, which is defined as the inverse Fourier transform
of the transfer function e 7#%. The impulse response function can
be expressed as an exact closed form and has been applied to study
transient response of waveguide to various input signals [12—-16].

The response given by (1) is, however, hardly realistic for
describing the propagation of a very short pulse or an ultrawideband
signal since it is based on an assumption that the waveguide is in a
single-mode operation. This assumption is reasonable only for a narrow
band signal but not valid for a short pulse, which covers a very wide
range of frequency spectrum, and will excite a number of higher order
modes in the waveguide. It should be mentioned that most authors
have discussed transient responses for various input signals, such as a
step function, a rectangular pulse or even a d impulse on the basis of
an assumption that the waveguide is in a single-mode operation. This
kind of treatment has oversimplified the problem and the theoretical
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results obtained cannot accurately describe the real transient process
in the waveguide.

In order to get the real picture of the transient process in an
arbitrary waveguide, we must solve the time-domain Maxwell equations
subject to initial conditions, boundary conditions and excitation
conditions, and we should include the higher order mode effects.
One such approach is based on the Green’s function of Maxwell
equations and has been discussed in [20]. Another approach is
based on the field expansions in terms of the eigenfunctions in the
waveguide [21-24], which are usually derived from the eigensolutions
of the longitudinal fields. When these field expansions are introduced
into homogeneous Maxwell equations one finds that the expansion
coefficients satisfy the homogeneous Klein-Gordon equations. A wave
splitting technique has been used to solve the homogeneous Klein-
Gordon equations by introducing two Green’s functions G*(z,t) and
G~ (z,t), which satisfy an integro-differential equation [21], and the
excitation problem in a waveguide has been studied by introducing the
time-domain vector mode functions, each of which is time dependent
and satisfies the homogeneous Maxwell equations. The total fields
generated by the source can then be expressed as an infinite sum
of convolutions of expansion coeflicients and the time-domain vector
mode functions. The approach based on wave splitting seems rigorous
but very complicated. In addition it is based on the field expansions
in terms of the longitudinal field components. Consequently the
theory is only suitable for a hollow waveguide and cannot be applied
to transverse electromagnetic (TEM) transmission lines whose cross
section is multiple connected.

However a hollow waveguide is not suitable for carrying a
wideband signal since it blocks all the low frequency components
below the cut-off frequency of dominant mode, which may cause severe
distortion. For this reason, a hollow waveguide is only appropriate
for narrow band applications where the frequency spectrum of the
transmitted signal falls in between the cut-off frequency of the
dominant mode and the cut-off frequency of the next higher order
mode. On the other hand the cut-off frequency of the dominant mode
of a TEM transmission line is zero. Therefore it is often used for
wideband applications.

Hence it is necessary to develop a more general time-domain
theory for the waveguide, which is suitable for hollow waveguides as
well as TEM transmission lines. It is the purpose of present paper to
achieve this goal. A more straightforward and concise time-domain
approach for the analysis of waveguides has been presented in this
paper. Instead of starting from eigenvalue theory of the longitudinal



270 Geyi

field components, we use the eigenvalue theory of the transverse
electric field. The eigenfunctions of this transverse eigenvalue problem
constitute a complete set and can be used to expand all field
components in an arbitrary waveguide (hollow or multiple connected).
A set of inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon equations for the field expansion
coefficients can be obtained when these field expansions are substituted
into Maxwell equations. As a result, the excitation problems may
be reduced to the solution of these inhomogeneous scalar equations.
On the contrary, all the previous publications deal with homogeneous
Klein-Gordon equations and leave the excitation problem in the
waveguide very complicated [21]. To solve the inhomogeneous Klein-
Gordon equation, the Green’s function method has been used. The new
time-domain theory has been applied to study the transient process in
both hollow waveguide and TEM transmission line with the effects of
higher order mode being taken into account. It should be mentioned
that, as far as the author can determine, there is no a single numerical
example in previous publications that has really considered the higher
order mode effects when dealing with the transients in a waveguide.

For the purpose of validating the new time-domain theory for the
waveguide, a typical excitation problem by a sinusoidal wave, which is
turned on at ¢ = 0, has been investigated. Our theoretical prediction
shows that the steady state response of the field distribution tends to
the well-known result derived from time-harmonic theory as t — oc.
Other excitation waveforms are also discussed, which indicates that
the higher order modes play a significant role in the field distributions
excited by a wideband signal. To further validate the theory three
appendices have been attached. Appendix A gives a simple proof of the
completeness of the transverse eigenvalue problem for the waveguide.
Appendices B and C investigate the numerical examples studied in
Section 4 by directly solving Maxwell equations subject to the initial
and boundary conditions in the waveguide. It is shown that both
approaches give the exactly same results.

2. FIELD EXPANSIONS BY EIGENFUNCTIONS

Consider a perfect conducting waveguide, which is uniform along z-axis
and filled with homogeneous and isotropic medium. The cross-section
of the waveguide is denoted by £ and the boundary of 2 by I'. Note
that the cross-section €2 can be multiple connected. The transient
electrical field in a source free region of the waveguide will satisfy the
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following equations

V2E(r,t) — O*E(r,t)/c*0t? =0, rcQ
V-E(r,t)=0, re (2)
u, X E(r;t) =0, rel

where wu,, is the outward normal to the boundary I'. The solution
can then be expressed as the sum of a transverse component and a
longitudinal component, both of which are the separable functions of
transverse coordinates and the longitudinal coordinate with time, i.e.,

E(r,t) = (e; + uze;)u(z,t)

where e; and e, are functions of transverse coordinates only. For
a hollow waveguide (i.e., the cross-section € is simple connected),
the transverse fields may be expressed in terms of the longitudinal
fields. Therefore the analysis for the hollow waveguide can be based
on the longitudinal fields and this is the usual way to study the
transient process in the hollow waveguide [21-24]. If the cross-section
of the waveguide is multiple connected, such as multiple conductor
transmission line for which the dominant mode has no longitudinal
field components at all, the above analysis is no longer valid. To ensure
the theory to be applicable to the general situations we may use the
transverse fields. Inserting the above equation into (2) and taking the
boundary conditions into account, we obtain

VxVxe —VV-e —k’e,=0 recQ
U, Xx e =V -e; =0, rel

where k2 is the separation constant. The above system of equations
constitutes an eigenvalue problem and has been studied by Kurokawa
[25]. It has been be shown that the system of eigenfunctions {es,|n =
1,2,...} or vector mode functions is complete in the product space
L2(Q) x L?(2), where L?(Q) stands for the Hilbert space consisting
of square-integrable real functions. Kurokawa’s approach is rigorous
enough for engineering purposes although he does not provide the proof
of the existence of eigenfunctions of the above eigenvalue problem.
In Appendix A of present paper, a more rigorous proof on the
completeness of the eigenfunctions of the above eigenvalue problem
has been presented.

The corresponding eigenvalues {k2, > 0, kepi1 > kenn =
1,2,...} are the cut-off wavenumbers. These mode functions can
be arranged to fall into three different categories (1) TEM mode,
V xeyn=0,V-ey=0; (2 TE mode, V x e, # 0, V- ey, = 0;
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and (3) TM mode, V x ey, =0, V - ey, # 0. It should be noted that
only TEM modes correspond to a zero cut-off wavenumber. The cut-
off wavenumbers for TE and TM modes are always great than zero.
From the complete set {e;,} other three complete systems may be
constructed

{u, X em|uy -u, x ey, =0, rel}
{V -ewm/ken|V - e/ ken =0, r €T}
{u, - (V x ep/ken), cluy - Vu, - (V x e /ken)] =0, reT}

where ¢ is a constant. Hereafter we assume that the vector mode
functions are orthonormal, i.e., [eun - €ndd = Opy,.  If the set

Q

{en} is orthonormal, then all the above three complete sets are also
orthonormal. According to the boundary conditions that the vector
mode functions must satisfy, {e;,} are electric field-like and most
appropriate for the expansion of the transverse electric field; {u, x e, }
are magnetic field-like and most appropriate for the expansion of
the transverse magnetic field; {V - ey, /ken} are electric field-like
and most appropriate for the expansion of longitudinal electric field;
{V x e /ken} are magnetic field-like and most appropriate for the
expansion of longitudinal magnetic field. Notice that V x E is magnetic
field-like while V x H is electric field-like. It should be notified that
all the modes and cut-off wavenumbers are independent of time and
frequency and they only depend on the geometry of the waveguide.
Therefore these modes can be used to expand the fields in both
frequency and time domain. Following a similar procedure described
in [25] the transient electromagnetic fields in the waveguide can be
represented by

B =S ety (Y, ®)

n=1 n=1
OO‘ U, H VXem —
H = InUy X €4y + —— dQ) + ( )hzn 4
n; " val m Z Fen @
ovy, _ V X e
E a5 cntzn z n enPn \ T 5,
V x Z(az+k e )u X e —I—T;k v( . )(5)
o i, V- em
kcnhzn n z kcnn 7 6
= 3 (50 ko) e e S ki (T 22) 0

where

vn(z, 1) :/E-emdQ, in(z1) :/H-uz X emd?



Progress In Electromagnetics Research, PIER 59, 2006 273

Em(z,t):/H- (v;et")dﬁ, ézn(z,t)—/uz.E(vk'et”>dQ
Q Q

cn cn

We will call v,, and i,, the time-domain modal voltage and time-domain
modal current respectively. Substituting the above expansions into the
time-domain Maxwell equations

H(r,t
V x E(r,t) = —M% — T(r,t)
E(r,t
V x H(r,t) = 578 é:’ ) + J(r,t)
and comparing the transverse and longitudinal components, we obtain
0i ov
-—— enflzn — — *€En Q
"t henh 58t+/Jetd (7)

cn

kenin = 582? + /uz -J (vk etn> dQ), for TM modes (8)
Q

8’Un 8Zn
E + €ancn = —NE — /Jm U, X etndQ (9)
Q
6%271 z° n
kenvp = —p — /(uz ~JIm) (M) dQ), for TE modes
ot en
(10)
H . .
—u% Yz 40 = / ™4, for TE modes (1)
Q

It is easy to show that the modal voltage and modal current for TEM
mode satisfy the one-dimensional wave equation

aQ,UTEM 1 aZUTEM o o

N T = [T endQ— o [ T us X e dS
822 2 o “atﬂ/ e azQ/ Uz x e

aQiTEM 82 TEM

922 2 8t2

0 0
:—g/J-emdQ—i—ea/Jm-uzXetndQ
Q Q

(12)
from (7) and (8). For TE modes the modal voltage vl ¥ satisfies the
following one-dimensional Klein-Gordon equation, i.e.,

82U7Z‘E 1 8% T ) o 9
022 C2 at2 7k:cn n - Na/'] ’ etndQ*&/Jm S Uy X e, dS)
Q Q
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ke [(ws - ) (7“ 'kvxem) dQ) (13)
Q cn

from (7), (9) and (10). The modal current iLZ can be determined by
a time integration of vl ¥ /3z. For TM modes, it can be shown that
the modal current iZ™ also satisfies the Klein-Gordon equation

o2rM 1 9%l M
0%z 2 0ot?

d d
2 ,TM _ . e .
k2 vl 5 Q/ J - endQtes Q/ T -

V-em

cn

X €mdQ—ken [ u, - J( )dQ (14)

from (7), (8) and (9). The modal voltage vI™ can be determined
by a time integration of 9il™/9z. Now we can see that the
excitation problem in a waveguide is reduced to the solution of a
series of inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon equations. Compared to the
treatment in previous publications, where only homogeneous Klein-
Gordon equations are involved but very complicated time-domain
vector mode functions have to be introduced to solve an excitation
problem [e.g., 21], our approach is much simpler, and at the same time
more general since it can be applied to a hollow waveguide as well as
a multiple conductor transmission line.

3. SOLUTIONS OF INHOMOGENEOUS
KLEIN-GORDON EQUATION

To get the complete solution of the transient fields in the waveguide,
we need to solve the inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon equation. This can
be done by means of the retarded Green’s function.

3.1. Retarded Green’s Function of Klein-Gordon Equation

The retarded Green’s function for Klein-Gordon equation is defined by
2 1 2

( 0 0 ) Gn(z, ;2 1) = —=6(z — 2)o(t — 1)

(15)

where the second equation represents the causality condition. Taking
the Fourier transform, the first equation reduces to

én(p,w; Zl,t’) _ _C2e—jPZ’—jwt’/ (w2 _p202 _ kgnc2)
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The inverse Fourier transform may then be written as

Gn(z,t; 2, 1) = — ¢ 7€jp(z_zl)d 7 eIt dw
n\<, bty <, - (271')2 p (w2 _ p202 _ kEHCZ)

To calculate the second integral we may extend w to the complex
plane and use the residue theorem in complex variable analysis. There
are two simple poles wio = £+/p?c? + k2,¢? in the integrand. To
satisfy the causality condition, we only need to consider the integral
of ed(t=t) /(w2 — p2¢2 — k2 ¢2) along a closed contour consisting of the
real axis from —oo to oo and an infinite semicircle in the upper half
plane. Note that the poles on the real axis have been pushed up a little
bit by changing them into wy o = £v/p?c? + k2,¢? + j& to satisfy the
causality condition, where £ will be eventually made to approach zero.
The contour integral along the large semicircle will be zero for ¢ > t'.
Using the residue theorem and [27]

R ) 3
/ (qﬁ V++> contads = 73y (o~ ) Hia 1),
0

a>0,¢>0,0>0

we obtain

e 7 [sin {c(t —t)p? + kgn}
Gn(z,t;2 1) = —/

G VPP + k2,
_ gjo [kcnc\/(t )2 |z — z’]Q/CQ} H(t—t —|z—2|/¢) (16)

where Jy(x) is the Bessel function of first kind and H(x) the unit step
function. Note that when k., = 0 this reduces to Green’s function of
wave equation.

} cosp(z — 2)dp

0

3.2. Solution of Inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon Equation

Consider the inhomogeneous Klein-Gordon equation
0? 1 02 9
<@ ~agp  Fen un(z,t) = f(z,t) (17)

and (15). Both equations can be transformed into the frequency
domain by Fourier transform

0? ~
<@ + c2n> ﬁn('zﬁw) = f(sz)
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left-traveling wave right-traveling wave

/ J

- 7=a Z=b »

Figure 1. Left-traveling wave and right-traveling wave in waveguide.

0? ~ ot
<8 5+ > Gul(z,w; 2/ 1) = —6(z — 2/)e !
where 32, = u~12 /¢ —k2,. Multiplying the first equation and the second

equatlon by G, and @ respectively and then subtracting the resultant
equations yield

. ?C(z, w2t - 0?1y (2,w)
U (2, w) 952 — Gp(z,w; ZI’t,)T
= —6(z — 2y, (z,w)e_j‘”t/ — f(z,w)Gn(z,w; 2, 1) (18)

We assume that the source distribution f(z,t) is limited in a finite
interval (a, b) as shown in Figure 1. Taking the integration of (18) over
the interval [a,b] and then taking the inverse Fourier transform with
respect to time, we obtain

o0 n ! t/
Un(z,t) = /Gn(z,t;z’,t’)%z/’)dt'
o0 8G ( ! /) b
t: 2"t
_ n /t/ n Zv 9 ) dt/
[ untet ) ST

/dz /fz VG2, t: 2, 0)dE, = € (a,b)  (19)

where we have used the symmetry of Green’s function about 2z and z’.
Note that if a — —o0, b — oo, the above expression becomes

/dz /fz tYGn(z,t;2 1)t 2 € (—o0,00)  (20)

Next we will show that the solution in the region (z4,+00)(z4 > b)
and (—o00,z_)(2— < a) may be expressed in terms of its boundary
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values at b and a. Without loss of generality, we assume that a < 0
and b > 0. Taking the integration of (18) over [z, +o0] with z4 > b
and using integration by parts, we obtain

~ Otp(zy,w) OG (24, w; 2
Gn(ZJrvw;Z/at,)(a;) *un(ZJr’w) ( +az )

= — (2, w)e I

where we have used the radiation condition at z = 4oc0. Taking the
inverse Fourier transform and letting 2’ = z, lead to

Oun(z,t)

un(2,t) + cJo(kenct) H(t) @ 9,

=0,2>b>0 (21)
where we have replaced z; by z and t — ¢ by ¢ since 2z, and t’ are
arbitrary, and ® denotes the convolution with respect to time. This
equation is called right-traveling condition of the wave [21]. Similarly
taking the integration of (18) over (—oo,z_] with z_ < a, we may
obtain left-traveling condition

Oup(z,t)

n\~» - cn H
un(z,t) — cJo(kenct) H(t) ® 5,

=0, 2<a<0 (22)
Both (21) and (22) are integral-differential equations. If the source is
turned on at ¢ = 0, all the fields must be zero when ¢ < 0. In this
case, (21) and (22) can be solved by single-sided Laplace transform.
Denoting the Laplace transform of u,, by %, we have

—-1/2 Ou
Un(2,8) + [(s/c)2 +k:§n} / W =0,2>b0>0
un(z,) = [(s/0)° + kzn}_m % —0,2<a<0

The solutions of the above equations can be easily found. Making use
of the inverse Laplace transforms listed in [26], the solutions of (21)
and (22) can be expressed as

Un(z,t) = uy <b,t _iz b) — Cken(z — b)

Cc

CnC\/t—T — (2 —10)? /62}
0/ Vit —T1)2— (2 —b)%/c?
(z>b>0)
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un(z,t) = up <a,t + z—a) + cken(z — a)
c

2=

/C J1 [kcnc\/(t —7)2 — (2 — a)2/c2}
N O e EE I

(z<a<0)

up (a, 7)dr

The above two equations have also been derived by the method
of impulse response function [16] and wave splitting technique [21].
Once the input signal is known the output signal after traveling a
certain distance in the waveguide can be determined by a convolution
operation. Some numerical results can be found in references [16, 21].
However there is a common mistake in studying the propagation of
transients in a waveguide, which assumes a wideband input signal (such
as a step function or a rectangular pulse) and a single-mode operation
at the same time. The electric field at the output is then determined
by the product of the response determined by one of the above two
equations and the transverse mode function. This process totally
ignores the contributions from higher order modes and is not accurate
enough to describe the actual response in the waveguide. Indeed if the
excitation pulse is wideband, the waveguide will be overmoded and the
effects of higher order modes cannot be neglected in most situations.
This will be demonstrated below.

4. TRANSIENT PROCESS IN WAVEGUIDES

Now the above general theory will be applied to study the propagation
characteristics of electromagnetic pulse in waveguides. In general a
wideband pulse in the waveguide will generate a number of higher
order modes, and the field distributions inside the waveguide should
be determined by (3) and (4), which will be approximated by a finite
summation of m terms.

4.1. Transient Process in a Rectangular Waveguide

Let us first consider a rectangular waveguide of width a and height b
as depicted in Figure 2. If the waveguide is excited by a line current
extending across the waveguide located at xyp = a/2, then current
density is given by

J(r,t) = uyd(x — 20)0(z — 20) f(2)

Since the line current density is uniform in y direction, the field excited
by the current will be independent of y. As a consequence, only TE,q
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Ay

T

o X, a X

Figure 2. Cross-section of a rectangular waveguide.

mode will be excited. In this case we have

nmw 2 1/2, nmwT
ken = ==, em(2,y) = eng’ (0, y) = —u, <@> sin—=, n=1,23...

From (13), (20) and the above equation, we obtain

b 9 1/2
vIE (1) = il (—) sin on
a

" 2 \ab
t—|z—zo0|/c
df (') )
Far [kcnc\/(t—t’)2—|z—zo|2/02 dt' (23)

where 7 = \/u/e. Thus the time-domain voltages v1¥ for TE,o(n =
2,4,6,...) vanish. From (3) the total electric field in the waveguide
may be approximated by a finite summation of m terms

2 1/2 m
E = u,E, = —u, (b) E oIE sin@
a

t—|z—zo\/cdf(t/)
dt’

Jo [kmc\/(t—tf)z Cr— Pt (24)

— 00

The above expression has been validated in Appendix B by using
a totally different approach. The theory can also be validated by
considering the time-domain response to a continuous sinusoidal wave
turned on at ¢ = 0. We should expect that the time-domain response
tends to the well-known steady state response as time goes to infinity.
Hereafter we assume that xgp = a/2, and zp = 0 for all numerical
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examples. To validate the theory let f(t) = H(t)sinwt. Then (23)
may be expressed as

vIE (2, 1) = vl (2, 1)

Un n(z,t)

t>|z|/c

steady transient’

where k = w/c and vI ¥ (z,t)
stead

represents the steady-state part of
y

the response and UTE (z,1) the transient part of the response

transient
UEE(z,t) steady = %77 <%>1/2 kasin%r
. / coska(ct/a —u)Jy {kcna\/uQ — ]2]2/a2] du
|2|/a
1/2
vIE(2,1) camsiont b277 <ab) ka sinn;
. / cos ka(ct/a — u)Jy [kma\/uQ — \zP/aQ} du
ct/a

Note that the transient part of the response approaches to zero as
t — oo. To investigate the steady-state part of the response the
following calculations are needed [27]

® 0, 0<c<b
/Jg (b\/ xQ—ag) sin cxdr = {

cos(a\/c2—b2> VR —b2 0<b<ec
exp (—a\/b2—02> /Vb2—c2 0<c<b
—sin(a\/c2—b2> /Vc2—b2, 0<b<c

7J0 (b\/ xQ—CLQ) coscrdr = {

Thus we have
nmw

TE( t) b77 < )1/2 kasin —
steady 2 ab \/(ka)2 (kcna)Q

sin( ct ]z\ \/ kena 2) , k>kep
cos (ka—)exp [—\z/ah/(/{:ma)Q—(ka)Q} , k<ken
a

Therefore only those modes satisfying & > k., will propagate in the
TE

steady state. When v, are inserted into (24) it will be found

steady
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ct/a{z/a =2, ka =127}

Figure 3. Time-domain modal voltages excited by a sinusoidal wave.

| I |
_____ E,{m=1 — E,{m=3}

4.5

_3 | | |
0 5 10 15 20

ct/a{x =a/2, z =2a, ka =127}

Figure 4. Electric fields excited by a sinusoidal wave.

that the steady state response of the electric field agrees with the
traditional time harmonic theory of waveguides (see Eqn. (74), Chapter
5 of [20]). The variation of 72¥ = /20l /n\/b/a and E, = —aE,/n
with the time at z = 2a for different modes have been shown in Figure 3
and Figure 4 respectively, where m stands for the number of terms
chosen in (24). The operating frequency w has been chosen in between
the first cut-off frequency and the second one. It can be seen that the
contribution from the higher order modes are negligible. However this
is not true for other wideband excitation pulse.
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ct/af{z = 2a}

Figure 5. Time-domain modal voltages excited by a unit step
waveform.

ct/a {x:a/Z ,Z=2a}

Figure 6. Electric fields excited by a unit step waveform.

Let us consider a unit step pulse, i.e., f(t) = H(t). The time-
domain voltages v ¥ for the first and fifth mode are shown in Figure 5,
which clearly indicates that the voltage for the higher order modes
cannot be ignored in this case. As indicated by Figure 6, the electric
fields at z = 2a, obtained by assuming m = 1 (only the dominant mode
is used) and m = 39 (the first 39 modes are used), are quite different
due to the significant contributions from the higher order modes. It
is seen that time response of the field is totally different from the
original excitation pulse (i.e., a unit step function) due to the fact that
a hollow waveguide is essentially a high pass filter, which blocks all
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the low frequency components below the first cut-off frequency. In
addition the waveguide exhibits severe dispersion. It should be noted
that the singularities in the electric field distributions come from the
time derivatives of the excitation waveform in (23), and the periodic-
like performance of the field distribution results from the behavior of
Bessel functions.

Thus it is clear that a hollow metal waveguide is not an ideal
medium to carry a wideband signal that contains significant low
frequency components below the first cut-off frequency. In this case
one should use a multi-conductor transmission line supporting a TEM
mode whose cut-off frequency is zero.

Figure 7. Cross-section of a coaxial waveguide.

4.2. Transient Process in a Coaxial Cable

To see how a pulse propagates in a TEM transmission line as well as
the effects of the higher order modes we may consider a coaxial line
consisting of an inner conductor of radius a and an outer conductor
of radius b, as shown in Figure 7. Let the coaxial line be excited by a
magnetic ring current located at z = 0, i.e.,

In(r,t) =ugf(t)0(2)0(p— po), a<po<b

where (p, ¢, z) are the polar coordinates and wup is the unit vector
in # direction. According to the symmetry, only TEM mode and
those TMo, modes that are independent of ¢ will be excited. The
orthonormal vector mode functions for these modes are given by [28]

1
ke =0, enlp,p) =u——-—
cl t1(p, ) rp rTncy

kcn = &7
a
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T Xn J1(Xnp/a)No(Xn Ni(xnp/a)Jo(Xn

etn(p,w)—up\é_a 1(xnp/ )20( ) — : 1(xnp/a)Jo(xn)
VIR 0w/ (erxn) =1

where ¢ = b/a, w, is the unit vector in p direction, and x,

is the mth nonvanishing root of the eqauation Jy(xnc1)No(xn) —
No(xnc1)Jo(xn) = 0. It follows from (12), (14) and (20) that

n>2

) -

TEM m
= - t i _
(4 n\/mf( |Z ZO|/C)
M _ ~ xXnpoVT J1(Xnpo/a)No(xn) — N1(xnpo/a)Jo(xn)
2ar] VIO /T erxn) - 1
t—|z—zo0|/c
()

fay? {kmc\/(t T2 |z — 22 dt

—00

Therefore if the highest frequency component of the excitation
waveform is below the cut-off frequency of the first higher mode, the
coaxial line will be an ideal medium for a distortion-free transmission
of signals. From (4) the magnetic field in the coaxial cable is given by

“TEM 1

pV2mIney
TM \/_Xn J1(Xnp/a)No(xn) — N1(xnp/a)Jo(Xn)
+u, Z )

V80w /T (erxn) — 1

H = u,H, = uyi,

_ "YUy _
= e 1z = a0l

u, i LS X;Po J1(Xnpo/a)No(xn) — N1(Xnpo/a)Jo(Xn)
datn VR0 /R erxm) — 1
J1(xnp/a)No(xn) — N1(xnp/a)Jo(xn)
VIR )/ TR (erxn) — 1
t—|2—z0|/c

/ d{l(;') Jo |:kcnc\/(t — )2 — |z — 2|2/ c2 dt’ (25)

—00

In the following all numerical examples are based on the assumptions
that pp = (a+b)/2, and zp = 0. The time-domain currents for the first
three modes excited by a unit step waveform f(t) = H(t) are depicted

R ~-TEM . ~TM : . .
in Figure 8, where 4; = il PM and i, = —nil™ . Figure 9 gives
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Figure 8. Time-domain modal currents excited by unit step
waveform.

= | |
1 P -
:I| .:\l Il'\ :-II '\‘ O “ oy . o
MR L ‘| M L)
R NN ( aa
s N s 4 o ot
0.5 o) " ]
Hg {m = 1}
I I I
0
0 2 4 6 8 10

ct/a{r =1.1a, z =2a}

Figure 9. Magnetic fields excited by unit step waveform.

the magnetic fields Hy = —nHy at r = 1.1a, z = 2a, where m denotes
the number of terms chosen in (25). If we neglect the contribution of
the higher modes by letting m = 1, the magnetic field is a perfect step
function. When higher modes are included (m = 5, the first five modes
are used), some ripples will occur in the response of the magnetic field,
which stands for the contribution of higher order modes excited by the
high frequency components of the unit step waveform. In this situation
the signal has been distorted when it propagates in the coaxial line.
Fig. 10 and Fig. 11 give the time-domain currents and the
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Figure 10. Time-domain modal currents excited by a rectangular

pulse.
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Figure 11. Magnetic fields excited by rectangular pulse.

magnetic fields in the coaxial line excited by a rectangular pulse f(t) =
H(t) — H(t — T') respectively. It can be seen that the ripples occur
not only inside the pulse but also outside the pulse. Therefore when a
rectangular pulse train passes through a transmission line the pulse will
spread in time, which causes the pulse to smear into the time intervals
of succeeding pulses. This phenomenon is very similar to the situation
of a pulse train passing through a bandlimited channel, where the
pulses will also spread in time, introducing intersymbol interference.
Note that the time spread in the transmission line is caused by the
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higher order modes while the time spread in a bandlimited channel is
due to the shortage of bandwidth. To reduce the effects of time spread
in both cases, the pulse shaping techniques can be used to restrain the
high frequency components.

5. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper a new and concise approach for the time-domain theory
of waveguides has been presented. The theory has been applied to
the time-domain analysis of excitation problems in typical waveguides.
Numerical results for various typical excitation pulses have been
expounded, which give a real physical picture of the transient process in
a waveguide. In a special case where the excitation pulse is a sinusoidal
wave turned on at t = 0, the steady state response is shown to approach
to the well-known result from time-harmonic theory, which validates
our theory. More validations can be found in the Appendices.

Our analysis results have also indicated that the contributions
from the higher order modes excited by a wideband waveform are
significant. Therefore the input signal at a given reference plane cannot
simply be written as a single term of a separable function of space
and time when studying the propagation of wideband signals in a
waveguide or a feeding line of an antenna. Instead the expression
of the input signal should consist of a number of such terms given
by (3) and (4), each term having a different time variation than the
others. The number of terms to be selected depends on the accuracy
required as well as the bandwidth of excitation waveform. The wider
the bandwidth of the excitation waveform, the more terms of the higher
order modes must be included.

APPENDIX A. PROOF OF THE COMPLETENESS OF
THE TRANSVERSE EIGENFUNCTIONS

To prove the completeness of the transverse eigenfunctions we need the
following theorem [29, pp. 284].

Theorem: Let H be a real separable Hilbert space with dim H = oo.
Let B: D(B) C H — H be a linear, symmetric operator. We further
assume that B is strongly monotone, i.e., there exists a constant c;
such that (Bu,u) > c¢1|jul|? for all w € D(B). Let Bf be the Friedrichs
extension of B and Hp be the energy space of operator B. We further
assume that the embedding Hg C H is compact. Then the following
eigenvalue problem

Bru= M, wu€ D(Bp)
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has a countable eigenfunctions {u,}, which form a complete
orthonormal system in the Hilbert space H, with u, € Hp. Each
eigenvalue corresponding to u,, has finite multiplicity. Furthermore we
have A\ < XAy < --- and A\, n 5 00.

Now consider the following eigenvalue problem for the transverse
electric field in the waveguide

C
u, xe=V-.-e=0, rel

{B(e):VxVxe—V(V-e):er, req (A1)

where k2 = w?ue — 3%, and B = V x V x —VV. The domain of
definition of operator B is defined as follows

D(B) = {e’e € (C*®()% u, xe=V-e=0on F}

where C*°(Q) stands for the set of functions that have continuous
partial derivatives of any order. Let L?(2) stand for the space
of square-integrable functions defined in Q and H = (L%(Q))? =
L?(Q) x L*(Q). For two transverse vector fields e; and ez in (L?(£2))?,
the usual inner product is defined by

(61,62) = /81 - €9df).
Q
and the corresponding norm is denoted by |- || = (-, -)'/2. In the above

a bar over a letter is used to represent the complex conjugate. Now we
modify (A1) as equivalent form by adding a term £e on both sides

Ale)=VxVxe—-V(V-e)+ée=(kX+¢&e, r=Q
u, xe=V-e=0, rel

where £ is an arbitrary positive constant. In order to apply the previous
theorem we need to prove that the operator A is symmetric, strongly
monotone and the embedding H4 C H is compact. The proof will be
carried out in three steps.

Step 1: We first show that A is symmetric, strongly monotone. For all
e1,es € D(A) = D(B), we have

(e1,€2)a = (A(er), es) — /[v XV x e1—V(V-e1) +Eerl - €2d®
Q

_ /[v X er-V x @+ (V-e)(V &)+ ter-e]dQ (A2)
Q
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Therefore the new operator A is symmetric. Thus we can assume that
e is real. A is also strongly monotone since

(Afe)e) = [[Vx eV xet (V- e)(V )+ e eld 2 ]’
Q

Step 2: We then demonstrate some important properties of energy

space Ha. The energy space Ha is the completion of D(A) with

respect to the norm | - ||a = (-,-)}4/2. Now let e € Hja, and by

definition, there exists admissible sequence {e, € D(A)} for e such
that
len — el n=5
and {e,} is a Cauchy sequence in H4. From (A2) we obtain
len —enla = IV X en =V xenl* +[V-en—=V-en|? +Ellen — enl

Consequently {V x e,} and {V - e,} are Cauchy sequences in H. As
a result, there exist h € H, and p € L?(Q) such that

VXeynssh, V-e,nSdp
From integration by parts

/v X e, - pdQ = /en-V X @d), Ve e (C(Q))?
Q Q

/(v en)pd) = —/en Ved, Ve e Q)

Q Q

we obtain

/h-<de — /e-v x @dQ, Vg € (CF()2
Q

/pg&dQ — —/e-wdn, Vo € C5(9).

Q Q
In the above C§°(€2) is the set of all functions in C*°(Q2) that vanish
outside a compact set of 2. Therefore V x e = h and V-e = p
in the generalized sense. For arbitrary e;,es € Ha, there are two
admissible functions {e1,} and {ea,} such that ||e}, —e;|| n =% 0 and
|lean — e2]| nSo0 0. We define

(e1,e2)a = lingo(elnann)A

= /[v><61-vX§2+(V-€1)(v-52)+€€1'EQ]dQ
Q
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where the derivatives must be understood in the generalized sense.

Step 3: Finally we prove that the embedding H4 C H is compact. Let
Je)=e, ecHy
Then the linear operator J : Ha — H is continuous since
[ T2 = lle]® < &7 (¢llel® + IV x > + 1|V - el|?) = & le]lsa-
A bounded sequence {e,} C H 4 implies
lenllfry = Ellenll® + 1V x enl* + |V - en]®

= / [é(em)z + &(eny)® + (Vena)” + (Veny)ﬂ Q<
Q

where ¢’ is a constant. So the compactness of the operator J follows
from the above inequality and the following Rellich’s theorem.

Rellich’s theorem [25]: Any sequence {f,}, which satisfies ||f,||*> =
[f2dQ2 < ¢ and |[Vf.||? = [(Vf2)%dQ < co, where ¢; and ¢
Q Q

are constants, has a subsequence still denoted by {f,} such that
lim [ w(fm — fn)2dQ) = 0, where w is the weight function.
Q

m,n— 00

From the previous theorem, the set of eigenfunctions {e,}
constitutes a complete system in (L?(£2))2. The proof is completed.

APPENDIX B. A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO THE
TRANSIENT RESPONSE OF RECTANGULAR
WAVEGUIDE

To validate (24), let us take a totally different approach to the
excitation problem considered in Section 4.1. The electromagnetic
fields in the waveguide satisfy the wave equations

0’E oJ 0’H
—=—p—, VXVXH+pu———=Vxd
oz — o T

From the wave equations and the property of exciting source only the
y component of the electric field E is excited. The y component of the
electric field E, satisfies

VXV x FE+ ue

0? 0? ok /
W + @ - ME@ Ey = uf (t)(;(.%’ - w0)5(2 B Zo)
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and the boundary condition Ey(z,z,t)

= 0. Making use of the

z=0,a
Fourier transform pair with respect to z and t,

o0

E,(z,p,w) = F(E,) = / / Ey(z, 2, t)e P77 1%t g2t

—00 —0O0
o0

Ey(xvz7t) = Fﬁl(Ey) - (27]_‘-_)2 /

(o)
/ Ey (z,p, w)e?P* T dpdw
—0oQ

we obtain

02 5 w2\ - ~ ,

_ E =i —JP20§(p _
<8x2 p +02> y = jwpf(w)e P*0(z — zo) (B1)
Ey(

T,p,w =0
Y P )‘m:(),a

where ¢ = 1/,/fi€ and f(w) is the Fourier transform of f(t). According
to the boundary condition we may use the well-known complete

orthonormal set {[ sin “Tx|n = 1,2,...} to expand the electric field
[30]. So we have

a

> 2 . nm
= Z én(z, t)\/jsin —x (B2)
a

n=1
Inserting this into (B1) we get
S nm nt\? ,  w?
Ze (z,1) sm—x — | =P+
— a a c

Multiplying both sides by 1/2/asin(nmz/a) and taking the integration
over [0, a] gives

= jupf(w)e P 5(z—z)

JWHC2f( )\/2/7 sin(nwxo/a)e—jpzo

w? — c2(nw/a)? — p?c?

en(z,1) =

The electric field can be obtained by taking the inverse Fourier

transform
© \/5 nmw
Ey =Y F'[é.(2,1)]4/ = sin—
Y 2 [€n(z,1)] 6Lsm " x
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where

F [én(z, t)] = ,UJCZ\/gsin nmo F! [ jwf(w)e*jsz ‘|

a w? —c2(nw/a)? — p?c?
puct 2 nmxg £(1) ®7O jpa—inzo g 7 eJwt J
= = sin e w
(2m)2 V a a Pl 2= p?c? — c2(nm/a)?
—0o —0o0

The integral with respect to w can be evaluated by residue theorem
and result is

70 eIWtdw _ 2wsinty/p?c® + 2 (nw/a)?
w? —p2c — c2(nmw/a)? VP22 + c(nm/a)?
—00

Thus we have

Flen(z,t)] = 2 PR 1y

™ a a

® inte/pZ I (n7/a)?
®/cosp(z—zo)sm cV/p? + (nm/a) dp
0

p*+ (n/a)?

2
e

90 [tmey/12 = |2 = zal 2] H(t ~ |2 ~ 20l

Finally the electric field is given by
E = u,E,

oo n
= —Uy E — S1n
a
n=1

t—|z—z20]/c
|z—20| dF )
dt’

nwry . N
sin —x
a a

Jo [kmc\/(t—t’)Q — |z — 2|2/c2| dt' (B3)

—00

which is exactly the same as (24).

APPENDIX C. A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO THE
TRANSIENT RESPONSE OF COAXIAL WAVEGUIDE

To validate (25), the excitation problem discussed in Section 4.2 will
be studied by directly solving Maxwell equations. The electromagnetic
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fields in the coaxial waveguide satisfy

0’H 0Jd O’E
VXV xH+ pue %2~ S VxVxE+uea2 :—Vx(g{,;

From the above equations and the symmetry of the source only the
field components E,, E., and H, are excited. Thus we have

0H, 10
VxH=-— H
% 0z Ut pOp g, PHe)w
The boundary condition w, X E = 0 on the conductor requires

gp(pH@)’p:mb = 0. Equation (C1) reduces to

O*H 10H, H, 0*H 62

Making use of the Fourier transform pair with respect to z and t,

I_}@(pasoapvw) = F(HQD) = / / H&p(pa Soyzvt)e_jpz_jwtdZdt

—0o0 —O0
o0

H@(pa(pv'z?t) = F_l(f{ 2 /
—o0

o0
/I% P, 5 pyw)ePTTI dpdu
— 00

we get

9*H, 10H P
S s (/f - p2> Hy, = jwef(w)e P*5(p — po)

dp*  p Op
8(Pﬁs0) aﬁs@ ]
e = +H =0
8p p=a,b o 8p ? p=a,b

(C2)
where p? = w?pe—p?. To solve this equation, we may use the method of
eigenfunction expansion [30]. We first consider the following eigenvalue

problem
&?hy,  10hy, 1
£ 4= +(u2——2>h¢:0
9p> ' p Op p (C3)
Ohy + he =0
Pop a p=a,b

This is a typical eigenvalue problem of Sturm-Liouville type. The
general solution of the above equation is

he = arJ1(pp) + a2 N1(pp)
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Applying the boundary conditions yields
a1/az = —No(pa)/Jo(pa) = —No(ub)/Jo(ub)

The above equation determines the eigenvalues u,, n =1,2,..., which
satisfy

JO(C/XH)NO(XTL) - JO(Xn)NO(C/Xn) =0
where x,, = ppa is the nth root of the above equation, and ¢’ = b/a.
The eigenfunctions corresponding to u, are given by

hgon(p) = bn[Jl (an/a)NO(Xn) - Nl(an/a)JO(XTL)]

The constants b,, can be determined by using the normalized condition

b ~1/2
J Phindﬂ = 1, which gives b, = =X { Jo0m) 1} . The normalized

- \/ia Jg(C,Xn)
eigenfunctions may be expressed as
" _ mxn [J1(xnp/a@)No(xn) — N1(xnp/a)Jo(xn)]
‘Pn(p) - \/5 9 2 1/2
a [J5 (xn) [ J5 (¢ xn) — 1]

In solving (C3) we have assumed that p # 0. If u = 0, (C3) reduces to

Phy  10h, by
op* pOp  p?

th =0
ap v p=a,b

, n=12 ...

The general solution of the above equation is hy, = c1p + ca/p, where
c1 and co are two constants. The boundary condition requires that
c1 = 0. Therefore h, = c2/p. Applying the normalized condition we
obtain eigenfunction corresponding to = 0

- 1
0 pVind

Thus the set of eigenfunctions {h,n, n = 0,1,2,...} is complete by
Sturm-Liouville theory [30], and can be used to expand the solution of

(C2)

ﬁw = Z Gnhen <C4)
n=0

where g, are the expansion coefficients to be determined. Substituting
this into (C2) we obtain

= O?hn,

p Op

+ (u2 - %) h@n] = jwe f(w)e 7P6(p — po)



Progress In Electromagnetics Research, PIER 59, 2006 295

ie.,
Z gn (MQ - ///721) hcpn = ngf(w)eijpzo(s(p - pO)
n=0

Multiplying both sides by ph, and taking the integration over [a, b],
we get ~ .
_ jwec?pof(w)e 7P hyn(po)

w2 — p2c2 — 22

n

The magnetic field can then be obtained by taking the inverse Fourier
transform of (C4)

Hgo = Z F_l(gn)hapn
n=0

where

Fﬁl(gn) = 502P0h¢n(po)F*1 [ ij(w)e—jpzo ‘|

w? — p2c2 — 22
Similar to the discussion in Appendix B, we may obtain

t—|z—zo0|/c

F~G,) = _7p0h§2(p0)‘ / d{i(;,) Jo {k’cnc\/(t —t)2 — |z — ZO|2/02] dt’

—00

The magnetic field is given by

H = upHy= 5 S f(t = |2 = 20l/c)
. S T Xap0 [110p0/ @) No(Xn) = N1 (xnpo/@) Jo(xn)]
Yo datn [ () /T (¢ xm) — 1]
[J1(xnp/a@)No(xn) — N1(xnp/a)Jo(xn)]

[T (xn) /T3 (¢ x) = 1] 2

t—|z—zo|/c
df (t')
/ Far [k:mc\/(t—t/)2 T = a2/ dt

which is exactly the same as (25).
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